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The mission of Three Rivers Park  

District is to promote environmental 

stewardship through recreation  

and education in a natural  

resources-based park system. 

What’s in a Tradition? By Brianna Rodgers 
 

Who would have thought that a simple painted rock could have the 
power to carry one of Lowry’s longest standing traditions for over 40 
years? It’s funny how traditions come to be, and how they evolve over time 
following a similar pathway to the childhood game “telephone”. Such 
traditions, according to the great American-British author Henry James 
“...take an endless amount of history to make even a little tradition” and 
that little tradition is “…kept alive only by something being added to it”.  
And that is exactly what Lowry has done by taking 50 years of experience 
and continually adding new ways to bring nature to its park users. This is 
where hunting for painted rocks comes in. 

   
The Spring Eggstravaganza, also known as the “Rock Hunt” is a simple 

program reflecting the mission of Lowry: by getting families connected with 
nature while having fun doing it. What better way to get families out in our 
park than to hide plastic eggs filled with candy along the nature center 
trails for kids to find? However, it was soon discovered that little children 
were not the only animals to enjoy the delicious chocolate bunnies hidden 
inside. So the program quickly changed to solve the problem of the 
disappearing treats by replacing them with rocks marked with unique 
patterns and symbols. The goal was for each child to find their hidden 
matching rocks with their starter rock and return them all for a treat back 
at the nature center. Problem solved! Until the program grew in popularity 
from 20, to 50, to hundreds of participants. Lowry’s staff adapted to the 
demands of increased participants by adding hundreds more rocks and 
replacing all the symbols with colored paint-dipped rocks.  

 

To date, Rock Hunt occurs the two days prior of Easter Sunday and often 
attracts over a thousand park visitors annually. In addition to the rock 
hunt, it has grown over time to offer a petting zoo with Lowry’s residential 
reptiles and amphibians, a raptor show, visiting bunnies, sheep, and chicks 
from our neighboring Three Rivers site Gale Woods Farm, face painting, 
crafts, and of course a visit from the “Rock Hunt” bunny.  

 

With thousands of park visitors, school groups, and program participants 
throughout the year, the number one response I hear from visitors as I ask 
them if they have been here before is, “Oh yes! I come here every year 
with my family to hunt for rocks in the woods!” It amazes me that such a 
simple idea to get families outdoors long ago has become such an 
important tradition not only in the history of Lowry itself, but for the many 
families who visit the park each year and have made it a part of their own 
family traditions.  

 

Many of our youngest participants, and even adults themselves, may not 
make the link between hunting for rocks and connecting with nature, 
though secretly they are. Indeed, this is the goal of our longest standing 
event and really the reason behind all of our programs and the idea Lowry 
was built upon. As I sat writing this article and reflecting on Lowry’s 
history, I was reminded of this quote by Gustav Mahler, “Tradition is not 
just to preserve the ashes but to pass on the flame”. And that is exactly 
what we are doing, one painted rock at a time. 
   

Painted rocks from the hunt 

If you would like to be a part of 
this great tradition this year, 
watch your email for a sign-up 
link coming your way soon!  
 
This tradition would not be    
possible without the support 
from all our amazing volunteers 
over the years. Thank you! 

Spring 2019 
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 News & Updates 

From the Corner Office… the legacy of Lowry 
“All future generations must understand their role in the stewardship and caring for the environment and the 
land. It is the most precious heritage we can give them.” ~ Goodrich Lowry 
 
It all began with a dream in 1967. Goodrich Lowry was pursing his interests in conservation, birding and 
travel after retiring from Northwest Bancorporation. He joined the board of the National Audubon Society and 
served as its director. This affiliation prompted his interest in nature centers, and he became interested in 
championing an outdoor education facility in the Twin Cities for school children with the purpose of enhancing 
their affection for and their desire to protect their natural environment.  
In January 1967, Lowry approached leaders in the education and conservation communities regarding his  
vision. Greeted with enthusiasm for the project, Lowry assembled a core group of individuals to help make 
his vision a reality. This group became Metropolitan Nature Centers, Inc., a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to raising funds to build, staff, and operate the first public nature center in the Twin Cities.  
In just two years, Goodrich and the Metropolitan Nature Centers organization raised over $500,000 to build 
and fund two years of operating costs for Carver Park Nature Center, which opened in the spring of 1969. In 
1971, operations were turned over to Hennepin County Park Reserve District (now Three Rivers Park        
District), and in September 1974, Carver Park Nature Center was renamed Lowry Nature Center in        
recognition of the work of Goodrich Lowry.  
 
But the dream was never just about the building. The building was a gathering space. The dream 
was about a legacy. It was about a desire to help 
shape the future of our planet through conservation education. 
 
“These children will be our voters of tomorrow, setting the conservation policies of this state and nation.”      
- Goodrich Lowry in 1967 
 
As we consider our past and our future, it is this legacy and these words that resonate strongly. We are    
nature’s classroom. It is our job to teach, guide, and inspire all to understand their role in caring for our 
Earth. And we could not do all that we do without you, our wonderful dedicated volunteers.  

SAVE THE DATE! Celebrate 50 years with us on Saturday, September 28th, 2019. 

 

Farewell to Gerry Neddermeyer 
 

  Gerry Neddermeyer has been a smiling face at Lowry’s front desk since 1994. She was hired as a Recep-
tionist/Key Operator, had a typewriter and answered the phone.  Much has changed in the past 25 years! 
Gerry has rolled with the punches, learning various computer programs as her job 
has expanded. Scheduling field trips, billing, renting equipment, selling passes,  
answering all sorts of questions, selling hot chocolate and coffee - Gerry has done 
it all. She is also a fastidious cleaner and possibly has the cleanest work space in 
the Park District!  

  Office support doesn’t quite describe well enough the invaluable role Gerry has 
played at Lowry. Office “life-support” is likely a more apt description as without her 
organization, attention to detail and positive attitude, Lowry would not have run 
nearly as smoothly for the past 25 years. Gerry is very generous and is often    
giving gifts, bringing in food and generally looking after the Lowry staff and       
volunteers. Gerry is an incredible people person and she helps make Lowry a great 
place to visit and work. She greets everyone with a smile and makes all guests feel 
welcome. Gerry is an all around great person who is loved by her co-workers.  

We wish her the best in her retirement! We know that she will be busy with all her many planned projects! 
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 News & Updates 

Thank you Valentine’s Dinner  
Volunteers! 

 

A big thank you to our won-
derful Valentine’s Dinner 
crew; Linda Zimmerman, 
Stephen Audette, Michelle 
Cook, and Wayne Olson. It’s 
a real treat to see Lowry Na-
ture Center transformed into 
a romantic dinner destination 
with delicious food by Classic 
Catering, beautiful music by 
the Roe Family Singers, and lovely activities such 
as a candlelit walk, live owl, and a warm crackling 
fire. As always, this event would not be a success 
without the dedication and hard work from you all. 
Thank you. 

Polar Bear Picnic  
 
  After the polar vortex deep 
freeze the week before, we 
were thrilled for the 36 degree 
weather and so were our 
guests! About 350 people 
attended and had a blast 
playing on the ice in the snow. 
A big thanks to all the 

volunteers 
to helped 
with 
activities on 
the ice and 
also helped 
keep the 
cocoa and 

indoor activities 
running 
smoothly. We 
couldn’t have 
done it all 
without your 
help!  
 
  

Welcome Back Rachel Giemza 
 

  In March, Rachel will return to Lowry as a sea-
sonal naturalist and will be here through the sum-
mer. She has been at Lowry for 2 past summers 
and most recently has 
been teaching preschool 
at a Montessori School. 
Rachel’s enthusiasm, cu-
riosity and energy have 
been an awesome part of 
Lowry camps and we are 
excited to have her here 
for the spring this year 
to help with school field 
trips too. 

Bird Banding 2018 Wrap-up 
 
2018 was a great year of bird banding at Lowry 
with a tremendous amount of volunteer support. 
Not only is  banding the longest running program 
at Lowry it is one of the longest running volunteer 
dependent programs in the park district.  
 
In songbird banding alone we had 362.5 hours of 
volunteer time donated. We couldn't do this 
program without such amazing volunteer support.  
 
Over the course of 19 banding sessions, we caught 
272 birds. 224 of them were new captures and 48 
of them were recaptured birds we had already 
banded.  
 
Amazingly, one of those recaptured birds was a 
Black-capped Chickadee first captured by Dianne 
Rowse back in 2008. The bird had been 
determined to be am “after-hatch year” bird at the 
time so the minimum age for the bird was 
determined to be 11 years, 5 months. The world 
record for the species is 11 years, 6 months so 
we’re hoping to see this bird again! 
 
We recorded 35 species of birds over the course of 
the year and we’re excited to see what the 2019 
banding year brings. We’re be celebrating 50 years 
of banding at the May 18th banding. All are 
welcome to attend this free public program from 9-
noon.  
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Volunteer Opportunities 

To sign up for volunteer opportunities,  
call 763-694-7650 or email 

LowryNC@ThreeRiversParks.org 
 

MAPLE SYRUP TIME 
Saturday, March 2  1-2:30pm 
We need help with: 

 Tree tapping 

 Fire tending 
 

LAURA’S ADVENTURES PROGRAMS 
Sugar on Snow: Sat, March 9, 12:30-2:30 pm 
Spring Visit: Sat, April 13, 12:30-2:30 pm 

 Assist with crafts and program activities 
 

ART FOR NATURE: NATIVE BEE HOUSES 
Sunday, March 17  12:30—2:30pm 

 Help instructor guide participants making houses 
 

WALK WHEN THE MOON IS FULL 
Wednesday, March 20, 7-8:30pm  
Saturday, May 18, 8-9:30pm 

 Greeting participants, assist with night time walk 
 
MAPLE SYRUPING PANCAKE BRUNCH  
Saturday, March 23  1:00—4:00pm 
We need help with: 

 Tree tapping 

 Fire tending 

 Syruping Information 

 Greeting 

 Crafts 
 
SPRING EQUINIOX: EGG DECORATING AND 
BREAD MAKING 
Sunday, March 24, 2:30-4:30pm  

 Assist instructor with activities 

Summer Camps 
Summer Camp  

Volunteer Trainings  
Sat, May 4, 2-3:30pm 
Sun, May 19, 12:30—2pm 
Tues, May 7, 4-5:30 pm 
 
Camp volunteers must 
attend one training. 

Ages 4-6 
Dinosaur Camp 
June 5-7, Wed-Fri 
Aug 6-8, Tues—Thurs 
9:30 AM—Noon 
 

Science Kid Camp 
June 18-21, Tues-Fri 
July 30—Aug 2, Tues—Fri 
9:30-Noon 
 

Fairies & Gnomes Camp 
July 9-12, Tues—Fri 
9:30 AM-Noon 
 

Critter Power 
July 16-18, Tues—Thurs 
9:30 AM—Noon 
 

Messy, Muddy Mayhem 
July 23-25, Tues—Thurs 
9:30 AM—Noon  
 

Princess Adventures 
Aug 20-22, Tues-Thurs 
9:30 AM—Noon 

Ages 6-9 
American Stories/Dolls  
June 11-14, Tues-Fri 
July 9-12, Tues– Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Forts & Hideouts 
June 12-14, Wed—Fri* 
June 25-27, Tues—Thurs* 
Aug 20-22 Tues—Thurs 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Wildlife Heroes 
June 18-21, Tues—Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Science in Nature 
June 25-28, Tues—Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Insect Investigations 
July 23—26, Tues-Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Laura’s Adventures 
Aug 6-8, Tues—Thurs 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Pirates of Carver Park 
Aug 13-16, Tues—Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Ages 8-11 
Force of Nature: Space 
Saga Story 
June 11-14 Tues—Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

#NatureGirls 
June 25-28, Tues-Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Goodrich School of  
Wizards & Witches 
July 15-18 Mon-Thurs 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Survivor Camp* 
July 23-26, Tues-Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Paul Bunyan  
July 30-Aug 2, Tues-Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Art & Nature  
Photography 
Aug 13-16, Tues-Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 

 

Ages 9-13 
Archery & Survival in the 
Outdoors 
July 23-26,  Tues—Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 
Ages 11-15 
Advanced Art &  
Nature Photography 
July 15-18, Mon-Thurs 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 

Camptastic Journey: Bike, 
Hike, Fish, Shoot & Canoe 
Aug 5-8, Mon—Thurs 
9:30 AM—3:30 PM 
 

Wild Work 
Aug 11-14, Tues—Fri 
9:30 AM—3:00 PM 

 

* denotes camps taking place at Lake Minnetonka 
Regional Park 
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 Volunteer Opportunities 
To sign up for volunteer opportunities,  

call 763-694-7650 or email 
LowryNC@ThreeRiversParks.org 

 
SPRING EGGSTRAVAGANZA 
Friday, April 19, 9:00am-4:00pm 
Saturday, April 20, 9:00am-4:00 pm 
Shifts 9:00am-1:00pm or noon-4:00pm; or all day 
We need help with: 

 Ticket Check/Greeting 

 Rock hunt & challenge 
hunt starters 

 Petting zoo attendants 

 Craft assistants 

 Prize table  

 Face painters  

 Costumed rabbit (we 
supply the costume) 

 
AMERICAN STORIES AND DOLLS:  
Sunday, May 5, 12:30-2:30pm 

 Assist with crafts and program activities   
 
50 YEARS OF BIRDS 
SATURDAY, MAY 18, 9:00-12:00 

 Lead bird hikes during monthly bird banding pro-
gram. You do not need to be familiar with bird 
banding but must know birds. Contact Kirk for 
more information.  

 
 
HOPKINS SCHOOLS FAMILY OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, May 12, 1-4pm 

 Monitor indoor activity stations/crafts 

 Pond study station on Crosby Dock 

 Reptile/Amphibian handler/teaching station 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOOKING FOR WHITE PLASTIC BOWLS FOR 
POND STUDY TO BE DONATED 

 Feel free to save these and donate them to Lowry.  
It is so easy to see pond animals against the 
white plastic of these bowls. 

 
DRAGONFLY MONITORING 
June-September (ongoing)  
Training date Sunday, June 16 2:30-4:30pm  

 Help us survey dragonflies at ponds and wet-
lands near Lowry. Learn how we use apps like 
iNaturalist and MNOdonata to share our findings.  

 
REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN CARE ASST 

 Weekly animal care volunteering which includes 
feeding and cleaning tanks. Contact us to see 
what availability we have for this position. 

 
SCHOOL GROUP PROGRAM ASSISTANT 

 Weekdays during school year primarily between 
9:00am -3:00pm 

 Work with naturalists to assist with activities. 
Training will be provided for interested volun-
teers.  

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION EVENT 
Wednesday, March  13, 5:30-8:30pm  

 

We couldn’t do what we do here at Lowry 
without amazing and dedicated volunteers. 
You take time out of your busy lives to help 
us meet our mission and for that we are 
grateful. 
 
It is tradition 
to get togeth-
er each 
spring to 
share stories, 
food and  
fellowship.  
Lowry will  
provide the 
main dish 
and beverag-
es and you 
can bring an 
appetizer,  
dessert, or anything else you like.   
 
The meal will be at 6pm. Afterwards we will 
recognize volunteers receiving service 
awards. We will present a fun and education 
program on Maple Syruping and visit our 
brand new Sugar Shack for cooking maple 
sap. 
 
We hope to see everyone here to celebrate 
YOU and all that you do to make Lowry  
great place. To RSVP, call 763-694-7650 or 
email LowryNC@threeriversparks.org  



Lowry Nature Center 
Carver Park Reserve 
Box 270 
Victoria, MN 55386 
 
 
Phone: 763.694.7650 
www.ThreeRiversParks.org 

Printed on recycled paper  

Edited by Elise Bushard 

Spring Phenology 
MARCH 

 The male Red-winged Blackbirds start returning in March, setting up their territories for the females 
who return later. 

 Frost usually leaves the ground anywhere from mid-March to mid-April. 

 Western Chorus frogs may begin singing in late March or early April. Only the males call. 
 

APRIL 

 Our state bird, the Common Loon, migrates back to Minnesota. Loons can sometimes be found nest-

ing in and around Twin City area lakes. Their nest is barely above the water line since loons cannot 
actually walk on their feet.  Their feet are so far back on their bodies that they scoot onto and off of 

their nests.  To fly, they must take off from open water. 

 The Eastern Bluebirds most commonly arrive back to Minnesota on April 1st. These insect eaters 
will eat berries if there are no insects available.  They will crowd together in bluebird houses with 
other species such as Tree Swallows, if we have a late spring snowstorm. 

 Spring ephemerals (woodland flowers) begin blooming in Carver Park. Look for the Sharp-lobed 
Hepatica, Bloodroot and Virginia Waterleaf. 
 

MAY 

  Lilacs bloom typically during this month.  The blooming of the lilacs is also usually synchronous with 
morel mushrooms being ready to harvest. 

   Some of the early prairie flowers begin blooming.  

  Ice out on Lake Minnetonka last year was May 5. This is the latest date in recorded history.  April is 
more typical. 
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